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MALDEN CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL APPOINTS JOHN K. THORNBURG  
NEW HEADMASTER 

Former Upper School Director of The Summit Country Day School in Cincinnati  
Excited to Lead Malden Catholic’s Growth 

  
 
MALDEN, MA (March 1, 2019) – After an extensive nationwide search, Malden Catholic High 

School’s Board of Trustees has announced that John K. Thornburg, Upper School Director of The 

Summit Country Day School in Cincinnati, has been named the school’s 19th Headmaster.   

 

Thornburg, who has earned an exceptional reputation as a leader in secondary education, will assume the 

role on July 1, 2019. He will be working closely with Acting Headmaster Brother Thomas J. Puccio, 

C.F.X., Trustees, and the other leaders in the school administration to ensure an efficient transition.   

 

During his tenure at The Summit, an independent, Catholic school serving Montessori preschool through 

grade 12, Thornburg oversaw an experienced faculty and directed a rigorous, college-preparatory 

curriculum that featured a cutting-edge Science Research Institute and a signature Character Education 

program.  Prior to his time at The Summit, Thornburg was Associate Head of School at St. John’s 

Northwestern Military Academy in Delafield, Wisconsin. He previously served as a biology teacher, 

science department chairperson, and Academic Dean at St. John’s Northwestern.  

 

A strong proponent of Catholic, single-gender education, Thornburg has conducted extensive academic 

research on a wide range of educational topics, including critical thinking in science, pedagogy, positive 

learning relationships, and relational teaching. Thornburg’s research has been presented internationally 

and published under the auspices of the International Boys’ School Coalition (IBSC). 



 

“I could not be more thrilled that a seasoned, respected educator with John’s vision, passion, and 

leadership qualities will serve as our next Headmaster,” said Jim Donovan, Chairman of the Malden 

Catholic Board of Trustees. “We are confident that John will lead our students, faculty, and school 

community in becoming a model for codivisional education.” 

 

“I feel honored to serve as the next Headmaster at Malden Catholic High School,” said Thornburg.  “I am 

excited to be joining a community with such a strong dedication to providing the best educational 

environment to young people.  One can easily sense the tradition and pride in the school, along with a 

commitment to delivering a transformational Catholic education in the Xaverian Brothers tradition.  My 

wife, Kimberly, and I are both looking forward to being part of the school and wider community.” 

 

Thornburg holds a BS in Biology from the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse, an MS in Teaching from 

the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, and an MA in Educational Leadership from Marian University. 

He will soon complete a Leadership Studies Doctoral Program from Xavier University in Cincinnati. He 

is professionally affiliated with the National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS) and the 

Independent Schools Association of the Central States (ISACS). 

 

ABOUT MALDEN CATHOLIC 

 

For over 85 years, Malden Catholic has maintained a tradition of leading students to achieve academic 

excellence in a Catholic, familial learning environment. In September 2018, Malden Catholic opened 

Malden Catholic School for Girls, a separate, all-girls division of Malden Catholic. 98 percent of Malden 

Catholic graduates attend college annually. Members of the Class of 2018 received college scholarships 

with a four-year value of more than $20 million. Malden Catholic educates students from more than 40 

communities surrounding Boston. A Xaverian Brothers Sponsored School, Malden Catholic is accredited 

by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges and a member of both the International Boys’ 

Schools Coalition and the National Coalition of Girls’ Schools. To learn more, visit maldencatholic.org. 
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